Prolonged survival without neurologic deficit following traumatic dorsolateral brainstem injury.
A 25-year-old white male survived a closed head injury with brainstem damage for two years without major neurologic deficits and succumbed to an unrelated condition. Gross and microscopic study of quantity and distribution of his lesions suggest that one-sided lateral brainstem injury of traumatic nature may be compatible with long survival and only minor neurologic deficit. Future cases should be evaluated for the validity of this hypothesis.